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fellow, with whom next-door neighbourhood and frequent inter-
course rendered us intimate during our stay at the Djowf. One
day, while we were engaged in friendly conversation, he said,
half laughing, " Do you know what we were consulting about
while you were in the pass below on the morning of your arri-
val ? It was whether we should make you a good reception,
and thus procure ourselves the advantage of having you resi-
dents amongst us, or whether we should not do better to kill
you all three, and take our gain from the booty to be found in
your baggage." I replied with equal coolness, " It might have
proved an awkward affair for yourself and your friends, since
JJamood your governor could hardly have failed to get wind of
the matter, and would have taken it out of you." "Pooh !"
replied our friend, "never a bit; as if a present out of the
plunder would not have tied TJamood's tongue." " Bedouins
that you are," said I, laughing. " Of course we are," answered
Sulman, "for such we all were till quite lately, and the present
system is too recent to have much changed us." However, he
admitted that they all had, on second thoughts, congratulated
themselves on not having preferred bloodshed to hospitality,
though perhaps the better resolution was rather owing to inte-
rested than to moral motives.

The most distinctive good feature of the inhabitants of Djowf
is their liberality. Nowhere else, even in Arabia, is the guest,
so at least he be not murdered before admittance, better treated,
or more cordially invited to become in every way one of themr
selves. Courage, too, no one denies them, and they are equally
lavish of their own lives and property as of their neighbours'.
Their central position, already explained, is favourable to com-
merce, though the long distances which must be traversed to or
from their valley limits this commerce, with few exceptions, to
certain fixed seasons of the year, namely, the cooler months of
winter and spring. Yet they have not hitherto learnt to appre-
ciate the advantages of establishing a regular market-place for
their wares, nor does a single shop exist even in. the capital.
Buying and selling are carried on in the private dwelling-places
themselves, and the workshop of the artisan is also his domicile.
This system has been established and is still maintained iu
favour of the monopoly thus thrown into the hands of the local
chief in the respective quarters of the town, but it seems likely